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UNCLAS STATE 180118 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD, ALEXANDRIA FOR AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - AUGUST 1 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING FOR AUGUST 1. FYI ONLY, 

THE OFFICER DURING THE BRIEFING TODAY WAS JOHN TRATTNER. 

Q. COULD YOU SHED ANY LIGHT ON THESE REPORTS FROM TEHRAN 
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ABOUT THE IRANIANS BACKING AWAY FROM THE AWACS SALE? 

A. YES. WE HAVEN'T RECEIVED ANY OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
FROM IRAN ABOUT THE REPORTED CANCELLATION OR WITHDRAWAL OF 
THE REQUEST. I WOULD JUST NOTE WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID 
LAST WEEK-THAT THE ADMINISTRATION'S NOTIFICATION TO 
CONGRESS ON THE PROPOSED SALE WAS WITHDRAWN BUT WILL BE 
RESUBMITTED IN EARLY SEPTEMBER IN ORDER TO GIVE CONGRESS 
ADDITIONAL TIME TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL. THERE HASN'T 
BEEN ANY CHANGE IN THE ADMINISTRATION'S COMMITMENT TO 
PROVIDE THE AWACS AIRCRAFT TO IRAN. 

Q. CAN YOU SHED FURTHER LIGHT ON REPORTS THAT THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION HAS APPROVED TWO AMERICAN FIRMS GOING TO 
EGYPT TO FIT MIG JETS? 

A. I HAVEN'T GOT ANY COMMENT ON THOSE STORIES. 

Q. NO COMMENT OR NO CONFIRMATION? 

A. NO COMMENT. 
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Q. WHY IS THAT? WHY IS THERE NO COMMENT ON THIS? IS IT 
A MATTER OF SUCH GREAT SECRECY OR IS IT BECAUSE THE PLANS 
ARE NOT YET COMPLETE? 

A. I'M GOING TO LIMIT MYSELF TO WHAT I'VE SAID. I'M NOT 
ABLE TO GO BEYOND IT. 

Q. WELL, IT IS AN UNUSUAL CASE BECAUSE IT IS NOT A 
MATTER OF NEGOTIATIONS OF A NORMAL NATURE ON A SUBJECT 
OF SENSITIVITY. IT IS A REPORT CONCERNING A CONTRACT, I 
WOULD ASSUME. 

THIS, PRESUMABLY, WOULD BE A COMMERCIAL TYPE OF TRANSAC- 
TION. I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW ON WHAT BASIS THE STATE 
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DEPARTMENT IS INVOKING A DISCLAIMER TO DISCUSS IT. 

A. I NOTE YOUR POINT, BUT I'M GOING TO HAVE TO STICK WITH 
WHAT I HAVE SAID. 

Q. IS IT COMETHING ONWHICH THERE IS GOING TO BE SOME 
LATER COMMENT, OR IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT JUST GOING TO 
SIT SILENT ON THIS ISSUE? 

A. FOR RIGHT NOW, I’M GOING TO SAY I HAVE NO COMMENT ON 
THE STORIES THAT I WAS ASKED ABOUT. 

Q. HAVE YOU ANYTHING ON THE TALKS BETWEEN SECRETARY 
VANCE AND SADAT? 

A. WELL, I THINK THEY HAVE PROBABLY NOT YET GOTTEN UNDER 
WAY. I DON'T THINK THEY WERE DUE TO ARRIVE UNTIL ABOUT 
AN HOUR AGO. I DOUBT VERY MUCH IF THE TWO MEN HAVE EVEN 
SEEN EACH OTHER AT THIS POINT. 

Q. IT IS 7 O'CLOCK IN EGYPT NOW, IN THE EVENING. 

A. WELL, IN ANY CASE, I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING. 

Q. YOU WON’T BE GIVING ACCOUNTS FROM THAT PODIUM 
ANYWAY, RIGHT? 

A. I DON'T EXPECT TO. IT’S BEEN OUR CUSTOM, AND A 
USEFUL ONE, THAT WHAT HAPPENS ON ONE OF THESE TRIPS IS 
DESCRIBED AND ENUNCIATED BY THE PARTY AND NOT FROM HERE. 

Q. THE POST TODAY HAS SHOWN THAT U.N. TROOPS WOULD BE 
NEAR THE ISRAELI BORDER. DOES THAT MEAN THAT THE OBSER- 
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VERS OF THE U.N. ARE GOING TO BE STATIONED IN LEBANON 
OR BETWEEN LEBANON AND ISRAEL? 

A. I DON'T KNOW. I HAVEN'T SEEN THOSE REPORTS AND I 
DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY MIGHT MEAN. I CERTAINLY WOULDN'T 
WANT TO INTERPRET THEM FOR YOU. 

I THINK ON THE QUESTION OF A U.N. FORCE FOR LEBANON, WE 
HAVE ANSWERED THAT QUESTION IN THE VERY RECENT PAST. 

THIS IS A PROJECT THAT WE HAVE BEEN TRYING FOR A LONG TIME 
TO FIND A SOLUTION FOR. THAT IS, THE PROBLEM OF PEACE- 
KEEPING AND STABILIZING THE SITUATION IN LEBANON. AND I 
DON'T THINK THERE ARE ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS NOW THAN 
WHAT WAS REPORTED THE LAST TIME WE TALKED ABOUT IT. 

Q. IS IT THE U.N. OBSERVERS OR U.N. TROOPS? 

A. I JUST DON’T KNOW THAT THAT HAS TAKEN ANY KIND OF 
SHAPE YET. I DON'T THINK THERE IS ANYTHING I CAN ANSWER 
YOU ON THAT ONE. 

Q. IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS 
CONSIDERING GIVING MILITARY AID TO SOMALIA, CAN YOU 
CONFIRM OR SAY ANYTHING ABOUT THE REPORT THAT 
SOMALIAN PLANES HAVE RAIDED THE PART THAT THEY CLAIM IN 
ETHIOPIA AND THAT THERE ARE CIVILIAN CASUALTIES? 

A. NO, I CAN'T. I DON’T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT. 

I DO HAVE ONE NOTE, HOWEVER, FOR YOU. I THINK WE MENTIO- 
NED TO YOU LAST WEEK THAT A SURVEY TEAM WOULD BE GOING TO 
SUDAN, AND I DID FIND OUT THAT THAT TEAM WILL LEAVE 
TOMORROW, AUGUST 2, AND WILL COME BACK SOMETIME WITHIN 
THE PERIOD 18 TO 21 AUGUST. IT WILL BE HEADED BY MAJOR 
GENERAL JOSEPH N. JAGGERS, JR. AND ON THE TEAM, WHICH I 
THINK IS AN EIGHT-MAN TEAM, WILL BE ONE REPRESENTATIVE FR- 
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OM THE STATE DEPARTMENT, WILLIAM H. LEWIS, FROM THE 
AFRICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THE LIBYAN CHARGE THAT 
THE UNITED STATES WAS PARTICIPATING IN BEHALF OF EGYPT 
DURING THE WAR LAST MONTH? 
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A. I SAW THAT ONE, TOO, AND I MUST SAY THAT IS AN 
UNFOUNDED CHARGE. 

Q. HOW ABOUT THE AT .LEGATION BY EGYPTIANS THAT 
CUBANS WERE ASSISTING THE LIBYANS? AND SOVIETS? 

A. I CAN'T COMMENT ON THAT BECAUSE I DON’T HAVE ANY 
KNOWLEDGE OF IT. I REALLY AM NOT INFORMED ABOUT THAT. 

Q. WOULD THE ADMINISTRATION OBJECT IN PRINCIPLE TO 
AMERICAN FIRMS HELPING THE EGYPTIAN AIR FORCE TO 
REHABILITATE ITSELF WITH OTHER COUNTRIES' EQUIPMENT? 

A. AGAIN, I HAVE ALREADY GIVEN YOU A NO COMMENT ANSWER 
ON THAT STORY. IN PRINCIPLE IS ALMOST NEXT DOOR TO A 
HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION -IF--AND I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO 
SPECULATE ABOUT IT, EVEN IN PRINCIPLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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